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Is a Bird Singing or Crying? 
 

As Spring unfolds, the whole world seems to be getting 
busier day by day. People take care of their yards. 
Flowers are blossoming and trees are getting greener. 
They are not the only species who gets busier in spring, 
though. All sorts of birds welcome the seasonal warmth 
by fluttering around us along with their beautiful noises.  
 
Since I immigrated to America from the 
opposite side of the Pacific Ocean 
seventeen years ago, I have discovered 
many interesting differences between 
Asian culture and Western culture. 
One’s perception of the chirping 
sound of a bird is one of them. You 
may call this my version of the 
anecdote of a cup half-way filled 
with water. You must be familiar 
with this story, which has been well 
quoted by pastors at their pulpits. 
Looking at a glass of water, one might 
say, ―Alas! Only a half of water is left in 
my cup‖ while the other might say, ―Thank 
God! I still have as much as a half a cup 
of water left in this cup.‖  
 
What I’ve found out in American culture regarding the 
chirping sound of the birds is a perfect parallel case of 
this anecdote. It can be entitled, ―Is a bird singing or 
crying?‖ In American culture, people say ―Oh, birds are 
singing‖ while listening to their chirping sound. On the 
other hand, in my native culture of South Korea, they say, 
―Oh, birds are crying‖ listening to the same sounds. 
Which statement is scientifically true?  

Neither of them is. Or nobody knows the answer. I think 
the birds make their chirping sounds instinctively, which 
has nothing to do with their emotional expression. If then, 
why we human beings perceive their chirping sounds in 
two opposite emotional terms? I believe that is not 
because whether they actually sing or cry but because 
we project our own emotions and perspectives into their 

chirping sounds.  
 
This realization seems to lead us to a 
more profound truth in our life in 

general. God has never promised to 
give us a perfect life condition for 
our lives. Instead, He has 
promised to be with us and help us 
to overcome the obstacles we face 
in life as we hold on to Him. In that 
context, our faith in God is not so 

much experiencing supernatural 
miracles frequently as our dwelling in 
His guidance through His Spirit. He 
guides us to making right decisions, 
gaining strength to overcome the 

challenges of life, and choosing a positive perspective on 
life. Our daily life is a series of making decisions. 
Eventually, it is a series of making choices between 
happiness and dissatisfaction.  
 
Is a bird singing or crying? Is your life singing or crying? 
Is our church singing or crying? The answer is yours. I 
pray that, we, as the family of Naugatuck United 
Methodist Church would see the hope and bright future 
that God promises to us.  
 

In peace and singing … your pastor, 
 

Steven Kim 

http://www.numcct.org/
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Justice  
— By James P. Kimmel Jr., JD  

Author of Suing for Peace (Hampton Roads, 2005) 

 
Seeking justice has become a national obsession, and 
perhaps the most dangerous addiction we face now in 
the United States. Every murder, every crime, every act 
of terrorism, every harsh word we speak is, at its root, 
motivated by our innate craving for justice when we've 
been wronged. 

 
Seeking justice is the 
politically correct 
word we use when 
we really mean 
seeking revenge, 
retribution, or 
vengeance. In fact, 
justice has two 
meanings. The 
elevated definition, 
the one that we 
associate with 
spiritual masters such 

as Jesus or the Buddha, is the idea of love and 
fundamental fairness and equity among all people. 
Then we have the exact opposite meaning, which is 
what I believe our national leaders, for instance, use 
when they say, 'We want to bring the terrorists to 
justice.’ We don't want to bring them to love, fairness, 
and equity; we want revenge against them. By having 
two opposite meanings for the same word, we're able 
to trick ourselves, or cloak our true meaning. 
 
The retaliation path is based on the concept that 
happiness is a finite commodity. If somebody takes our 
happiness, we believe we need to take happiness from 
them. It's a flawed equation because happiness is 
available in infinite supply. It doesn't come from without; 
it comes from within. 
 
 
 

 

www.nonjustice.org 

 

 

Many Gifts  

One Spirit  
-By Bill Carrington 

 

A big thank you to Pastor Steven for planting the seed 
for this event, Many Gifts One Spirit, and thank you to 
Barbara Hunt and her team for watering and providing 
the spiritual light to grow this seed into an amazing 
show that will provide Spiritual fruit for years to come.  
Thanks to all for sharing your gifts with our church. 

 
 

Many Gifts One Spirit  raised $1,477 for apportionments. 

 

Are You Tending to the Holy? 
-By Amelia Chua 

 
Read Psalm 148. The writer mentions that living in our 
technological age can take its toll on our mental and 
emotional health. Where do you turn when you are 
feeling frazzled and burned out. What re-creates you? 
 

 

 The United Methodist Church  
 of Naugatuck, Connecticut 2037294236 
 208 Meadow Street www.numcct.org 
 Naugatuck, Connecticut 06770 
 

A community of God seeking, serving,  
and growing in Christ with open hearts,  

open minds, and open doors. 
 

The Reverend Steven Kim, Pastor 
Gretchen I. Usawicz, Editor, The Circuit Writer  

gusawicz@region15.org      2037290572 

 
 When somebody 
hurts you, don't make 
things worse. If you want 
your happiness and 
peace back, stop seeking 
justice. You may not be 
able to forgive, but by 
practicing non-justice, 
you can at least stop 
hurting yourself.  

http://www.nonjustice.org/
http://www.numcct.org/
mailto:gusawicz@region15.org
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Service AND a Smile 
 
For the month of May, we are staffing the Food Bank. 
Please contact our Food Bank Liaison, Elma Solomon, 
at 203-720-2149 if you are able to volunteer on  
 

 Tuesdays from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m.  

 Fridays from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 Noon 
 

 

 

 

Just a Gentle 

Reminderé 
Please remember, the  

FIRST Sunday of the month is 

Food Bank Collection Sunday 
 

Items needed for May: 
Dry soup, Toilet Paper, Baked Beans,  
Muffin Mix, Canned Fruit, Tuna, Jello,  

Canned Beans, Juice 
 
 

Haiti Health Kit Update 

ñThen you shall call, and the Lord will answer; you shall 
cry, and He will say, "Here I am." -Isaiah 58: 

 
Thank you to everyone who participated in the ―Health 
Kits for Haiti" campaign. Eighty five kits were gathered 
and sent to UMCOR's  Louisiana warehouse for Haiti 
and future events around the world.  
 
 

Thank You!  
-From Richard Hassenfeldt 

 
For the month of April, 4,000 
bottles and cans were donated for 
a total of $200.  

Peace with Justice Sunday 
30th of May 
 
Ever since attending camp at the Peace Center of 
United University Church in Los Angeles, Jessica has 
been better at handling tough situations. Instead of 
breaking down when someone hurts her feelings, the 
shy 12-year-old now knows how to stand up for herself 
and others. Jessica is a graduate of Peace Kids, a 
unique program funded in part by the Peace with 
Justice Sunday offering. 
 
―Camp has been very important to me because now I 
know how to help other people and act like Jesus,‖ 
Jessica shared. ―I tell my friends to be kind to each 
other, to teachers and to the Earth because we all 
should be peacemakers.‖ Peace Camp director Susan 
Stouffer requested a Peace with Justice grant so no 
child who wants to attend the inner-city camp will be 
turned away.  
 
―Peace is possible, even though often our society says 
peace is just pie in the sky,‖ she said. 
In today’s economy, your contributions are needed 
more than ever so The United Methodist Church can 
help Jessica and others like her to learn conflict 
resolution, communication skills and mediation. They 
are the next generation to advocate for peace with 
justice. 
 
Established by the 1988 General Conference, Peace 
with Justice Sunday supports programs that advocate 
peace and justice at home and around the world. Since 
half of the offerings collected by your annual 
conference is retained to fund local peace with justice 
programs, you can see a difference made locally. In 
addition, half of the offering is remitted to the General 
Board of Church and Society to help fund U.S. and 
global work in social action, public-policy education and 
advocacy.  
 
Please be as generous as possible on the 30th of May.  
 
Together, we can work together for a faithful and loving 
world for all and bring hope for our future.
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Shared Ministry Sunday 
 
Thanks to your support, the three campgrounds owned 
by the NY Annual Conference are fully insured, 
providing a level of security for the 18,000 children and 
adults who used the camps last year. The vision for 
these outdoor ministries is to ―build a healthy body of 
Christ through the generation and regeneration of 
Christian love in community with all of God's creation, 
our sacred gift and trust.‖ Camp Quinipet, located on 
Shelter Island, offers a retreat center, Christian 
overnight summer camp, community sailing for youth 
and adults, summer day camp, and environmental and 
adventure education for school groups. Kingswood, in 
the Catskills, provides sites for tent and trailer camping 
amid forests, open fields, and rolling hills. There is a 
lake for swimming and trails for hiking. Each summer 
youth converge on Kingswood for Woodsmoke Camp. 
Epworth Camp and Retreat Center, just 90 miles north 
of NYC, has six lodges and a wilderness camping area 
with shelters. The camp is focused on promoting 
permaculture, a model for living practices and land use 
that are in tune with nature and good stewardship.  
 
Thanks to your support, these camps have helped build 
and shape three generations of pastoral and lay 
leaders from more than 100 churches in our 
conference! 
 

Together We Make a Difference Through 
Shared Ministry Apportionments! 

 
The16th of May is our 

Shared Ministry Sunday. 
 

 

May Servers 
 
Liturgists 
 2 May 10 Wayne Zirolli 
 9 May 10 John Hope-Ross 
 16 May 10 Jack Lewis 
 
Ushers 
 Susan Agamy and Paul Harrison 

A Gift of Love 
-Submitted By John Hope-Ross 

 
I am pleased to announce that the Parsonage now has 
all new windows. The new, energy efficient windows 
were installed by Naugatuck Window and Glass over 
the last two weeks. These new windows will lower 
energy costs and make the Parsonage a more 
comfortable home for our Pastor and his family. 
 
The windows were purchased using funds donated to 
the Capital Campaign and designated for Parsonage 
windows as well as a 
portion of the generous 
donation made by 
Aberdeen Kurtz in 
memory of her son, 
Vernon Kurtz. 
 
As you pass the 
Parsonage, take a 
moment to appreciate all 
of the improvements 
that have been made: 
new windows, new 
siding, a new roof, new 
chimney, new furnace, 
trees planted around the yard, and the porch painted to 
match. The Parsonage is now a home for the Pastor’s 
family that we can take pride in and is once again one 
of the prettiest homes on Meadow Street! 
 
I would like to thank everyone who has supported the 
Capital Campaign with their gifts; and, at the same 
time, remind everyone that this effort is not complete, 
as there are still remaining payments to be made on the 
new furnaces in the Church and Parsonage. Please 
continue to support the completion of this effort through 
your gifts to the Capital Fund. 
 

 

«Come, Spirit, come, our hearts control, our spirits 
long to be made whole, Let inward love guide 
every deed; by this we worship, and be freed. « 

 
-By Hal Hopson, No. 408 «The Gift of Love¬ 
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Thank You to Sponsors of Many Gifts One Spirit   
 
The following business generously supported our talent show, Many Gifts One Spirit , which was held on the 
11th of April. Our Church Family is asked to please consider supporting our sponsors whenever possible. 
 

Antonio’s 
90 North Main Street, 
Beacon Falls 
203-729-8882 

Beany’s Cleaners 
428 Rubber Avenue 
203-729-8782 

Bellissimo Pizza Restaurant 
656 Rubber Avenue 
203-720-1122 

Bond School of Self Defense 203-768-1388 

Carrie Welton’s 
66 Church Street 
203-726-0088 

Donna J. Candella, Esq. 203-558-9972 

Ed’s Hardware 560 Rubber Avenue 

Edible Dreams 
51 Spring Street 
203-729-0662 

Ford Pharmacy 
2 Church Street 
203-729-2680 

Gabe’s Service Center 
Beacon Falls 
203-729-3383 

Giuseppe’s Italian Pizzeria 
1183 New Haven Road 
203-729-1992 

Herb Energy 
203-729-4942 or  
203-729-4475 

Kellie’s Kuts Hair Salon 
113 North Main Street, 
Beacon Falls 
203-729-3580 

Naugatuck Valley Computer 
Repair 

18 Church Street 
203-808-3044 

Naugatuck Window & Glass 
253 Prospect Street 
860-340-4420 

Nelson’s Pharmacy and  
Medical Supplies 

153 Maple Street 
203-729-2297 

 

 

New England Bakery 
171 Maple Street 
203-723-5544 

On the Avenue 
677 Rubber Avenue 
203-723-9114 

Peter Rotatori, Jr. Law 
Offices 

226 Meadow Street 
203-729-4521 

Pizza Palace 
28 Church Street 
203-729-1232 

Rosenblatt’s Department 
Store 

85 Maple Street 
203-729-3742 

SID Mart Convenience Store 
Bridge Street 
203-723-6766 

Sokol’s Taekwondo LLC 
727 Rubber Avenue 
203-729-4507 

Schmidt’s and Serafine’s, 
Inc. 

464 Chase Avenue, 
Waterbury 
203-754-5186 

Team Image, LLC Sport & 
Trophy 

174 Church Street 
203-723-0286 

Tequila Grill Mexican 
Restaurant 

9 Church Street 
203-720-0800 

Terri’s Flower Shop 
Church Street 
203-729-2249 

The Pampered Chef – 
Jennifer Barrett 

203-723-2372 

The FMD Deli 
218 Prospect Street, 
Union City 
203-729-6985 

The Club 
727 Rubber Avenue 
203-729-2318 

Thank you for your generosity and your support!  
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Time for Reflection 

- By Adam Hamilton 
- Excerpt from  ENOUGH Discovering Joy Through Simplicity and Generosity 

 
Yes, we are living in uncertain economic times. The key 
to finding peace in the midst of these times is trusting 
God. We are not alone. We will survive these uncertain 
times and see that goodwill comes through them. We 
must act upon our trust in God by giving thanks in all 
circumstances, choosing to serve others, and practicing 
generosity. As we begin to do these things, we will find 
out our fear giving way to faith. 
 
 

6 . Practice long-term savings and investing habits 

 
Read 1Timothy 6:9-12  

―But if it’s only money these leaders are after, 
they’ll self-destruct in no time. Lust for money 
brings trouble and nothing but trouble. Going 
down that path, some lose their footing in the 
faith completely and live to regret it bitterly ever 
after.‖* 

 
and Luke 14: 28 

―Is there anyone here who, planning to build a 
new house, doesn’t first sit down and figure the 
cost so you’ll know if you can complete it? If you 
only get the foundation laid and then run out of 
money, you’re going to look pretty foolish.‖* 

 
 

 What is the current amount of your savings? 
(Include personal savings accounts, money 
market accounts, CDs, mutual funds, pension 
funds, 401k plans, etc.) 

 

 How can you change your savings habits today 
and move toward security and fulfillment in the 
future? 

 

 
Listed below are our six financial tools:   
 
 1.  Pay your tithe and offering first. 
 2.  Create a budget and track your expenses. 
 3.  Simplify your lifestyle . 
 4. Establish an emergency fund. 
 5.  Pay off your credit cards, use cash/debit cards 

for purchases and use credit wisely. 
 6.  Practice long-term savings and investing habits 
 
This concludes our series on Enough Discovering Joy 
Through Simplicity and Generosity. We hope you have 
been blessed by Adam Hamilton’s insights and financial 
recommendations for a life rich in faith and abundance. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Three Simple Rules for Living 
 
―What does the Lord require of you?‖ asked Michah.  
 
―It’s quite simple: Do what is fair and just to your 
neighbor, be compassionate and loyal in your love, And 
don’t take yourself too seriously – take God seriously.‖ 
 
*From The Message:The Bible in Contemporary Language  
by Eugene H. Peterson 
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Good Fridays Coffee House 

- Rob Petro, Coordinator of the Good Fridays Coffee House 
 

 
Good Fridays offers you a rewarding respite from your hectic week.  

Kick back from 8:00 to 10:00 p.m. and discover renewal. 
 

AND No Cover Charge!  
 

DATE  BAND/PERFORMER WEBSITE MUSIC DESCRIPTION 

May 7 Brian Neal http://myppk.com/PPKs/index.aspx?PPK=3702 Lite Rock/Pop 

 14 Carl D. & Co. http://myspace.com/carldcompany South.Rock/Country 

 21 Land of Canaan www.myspace.com/landofcanaantheband Lite Rock/Folk 

 28 Kathy King http://kkingmusic.com/index/asp Easy Listening/Pop 

June 4 Spirit Song www.cityfest.us/index.html Worship/Comtemporary 

 11 In Not Of www.in-not-of.com Rock and Alternative  

 Questions:  Call Rob at 2034190890 or 

   Chris at 2037231360 
 

Check out the article on Good Fridays Coffee House and the bad, “Redeemed.” 

Here is the link. 
http://www.creedible.com/creed/index.php/featured-content/6-top-stories/421-
naugatuck-coffee-house-spreads-gospel-message 

 

 

*All Things Come of Thee, O Lord 
-Submitted by Mary Hope-Ross, Chairperson, Trustees 

 
Thank You for Your Help! 
 
The Trustees and Stewardship Work Area would like to 
thank everyone who came out and helped on the 27th of 
March to clean up the church grounds. We had a very 
good turnout with about 15 people helping with the 
spring cleanup. The weather was cold but sunny and 
the area around our church looks so much better now. 
Thank you one and all! 

 

New Trees 
 
Twelve arborvitae trees were purchased, ten were 
planted along the fence in the backyard of the 
parsonage, and two were planted in the front of the 
parsonage. Bill Carrington, Bud Argel, Pastor Steve, 
John, Mary, David, William. and Stephen Hope-Ross all 
came out to help with the planting. Thank you to all of 
you for your hard work. The trees make a very nice 
addition to our grounds and will provide privacy for the 
Pastor and his family.  

 
United Methodist Hymnal *No. 588 1 Chronicles 29: 14b: All Things Come of Thee, O Lord, and of thine own have we given thee. 

http://myppk.com/PPKs/index.aspx?PPK=3702
http://myspace.com/carldcompany
http://kkingmusic.com/index/asp
http://www.cityfest.us/index.html
http://www.in-not-of.com/
http://www.creedible.com/creed/index.php/featured-content/6-top-stories/421-naugatuck-coffee-house-spreads-gospel-message
http://www.creedible.com/creed/index.php/featured-content/6-top-stories/421-naugatuck-coffee-house-spreads-gospel-message
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The Merriment of May 
-Submitted by Sherrie Ploof 

 
 

Anniversaries 

  Tina and John McSweeney 
  Donna and Walter Scott 
  Colleen and Mark Lindholm 
  Melissa and John Teator 
  Kim and Jim Dilts Louey 
 

 
 
 

 

Kids Corner – Birthdays 
 
  Kyle Lopes 
  Emily Dyer 
  Hailey Motley 
  Steven Herb 
  Juanay Ramos  

 
 
 

 

And More Birthdays 
 
  Michael Fallon 
  Augusto Lopes 
  Melissa Teator 
  Sharon Heady 
  Dorothy "Dottie" Sherwood 
   Laurel Rek 
  Tina McSweeney 
  Barbara Hunt 
  Sara Behlman 
  John Haigh 
  Marion Zirolli 
  Ronald Smith 
  Elma Solomon 

District Conference 
 
Our 2010 District Conference is scheduled for the 2nd of 
May from 3:00 to 5:00 p.m. at the North United 
Methodist Church in Hartford. It is the District’s version 
of a local church charge conference.  
 
At the conference, we will see where our District is and 
where it is going. We will also experience a wonderful 
spirit of connectional ministry along with our brothers 
and sisters from other churches. The conference 
includes a service to be led by an inspiring guest 
preacher. Please contact Pastor Steven if you are 
interested in attending the District Conference. 
 

Momentum of Ministry 
 
Bishop Jeremiah Park extends a special invitation to 
come to an extraordinary event on Saturday, the 12th of 
June, at 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. during our Annual 
Conference. Three giant tents will be pitched on the 
football field outside the Hofstra Arena for the event, 
which will feature two live music stages, lunch box 
service, children’s inflatables and activities, and 
assembling health kits for Haiti.  
 
Our annual conference goal is 10,000 health kits. For 
more information, please feel free to contact Pastor 
Steven Kim.  
 
 

 
 

Please Note: Confirmation Ceremony 

 
Our 2010 Confirmation Ceremony will be held 
on Sunday, the 13th of June, during our 
Sunday worship at 10:15 a.m.  



 

 

 

Psalm 23  
The Lord is my shepherd 

and keeps me from wanting  
what I can’t have 

 
lush green grass is set 

around me and crystal water 
to graze by 

 
there I revive with my soul 

find the way that love makes  
for his name               and though I pass 

 
through cities of pain, through death's living shadow 

I’m not afraid to touch 
to know what I am 

 
your shepherds staff is always there 

to keep me calm  
in my body 

you set a table before me 
in the presence of my enemies  

you give me grace to speak  
 

to quiet them 
to be full with humanness 

to be warm in my soul's lightness 
 

to feel contact every day 
in my hand and in my belly 
love coming down to me 

 
in the air of your name, Lord 

in your house 
in my life. 

 
 

- From: The Literary Bible 
by David Rosenberg 

 
 
 
 
 


