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Will My Tulips Bloom? 
 

òFriends, let us not be discouraged in 
our pilgrimage of faith. You are like 
Joseph to God. He is watching over 
you. He has never forgotten you. ó 

 
 

There was a man named Joseph in the Old Testament 
days. Being a teenager he was sold by his half-brothers 
to the merchants and ended up becoming a slave of an 
Egyptian family. To make matters worse, he was thrown 
into a dungeon due to his resistance to temptation 
coming from the wife of his master. Life seemed to be so 
unfair to him, and he seemed to have been forgotten. He 
was not forgotten completely, though. God was still 
watching over him. No matter what, Joseph held God as 
the light of hope. In the midst of tribulations, he didnôt stop 
sowing the seeds of righteousness in life. And he was 
right! He ended up becoming a victor of life. 
 
In November last year, I planted a number of tulip bulbs 
in my back yard. I was told if I buried the bulbs before the 
ground got frozen, they would bloom in the spring the 
following year. Since I planted them, my back yard has 
been covered with thick snow in this cold winter. At times 
I ask myself, ñWill my tulips come to the surface of the 
ground and bloom?ò I hope they will.  
 
As the believers of God, figuratively speaking, we are 
anticipating our tulips to grow and bloom. We invest our 
time, energy, and money on behalf of the cause of God in 

the limited life on earth. Oftentimes, we are willing to give 
up the pleasures that the world promises in serving God, 
his church, and his world. Yet in our faith in God, we 
know that we are not wasting our life but putting it in store 
for eternity. Sometimes our lifestyle is misunderstood by 
others. However, we are convinced that we would be 
vindicated by God as Joseph was. 
 
We are now living through Lent, with Passion and Easter 
ahead of us in which we strive to follow the steps that 
Jesus took long ago. Think of his life. He was often 
misunderstood even by his own disciples. However, he 
was always convinced that the seeds he sowed in toils 
and tears would come to the surface and eventually 
bloom beautifully. Friends, let us not be discouraged in 
our pilgrimage of faith. You are like Joseph to God. He is 
watching over you. He has never forgotten you.  
 
Spring is coming soon. Your tulips will bloom. That is 
what our Lord Jesus believed through his tribulations, too. 
ñHe was despised and rejected by menéhe was 
oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; é 
He will see his offspring and prolong his days, and the will 
of the Lord will prosper in his hand.ò (Isaiah 53: 3, 7, 10).  

 
 May God bless you all! 

  
 
 Pastor Steven Kim 
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Be an Okay Person  
and Help Others Be Okay, Too 

- By Susan Lee Lind and Ben Campbell Johnson 
From: Talk that Matters 

 
Most of us must learn to 
be affirmative by 
appreciating our gifts and 
those of others. 
Unfortunately the culture 
in which many of us were 
reared taught us to be 
defensive, critical, or 
silent. A competitive 
culture that honors 
winning at all costs 

leaves little room for the affirmation of others. Others 
become the enemy How can ñme first,ò ñI'm the best,ò 
and ñmy way or the highwayò give birth to talk that 
matters? These attitudes blind us to anyone's worth but 
our own.  
 
So what is left for others but a halfhearted recognition 
of their presence? Criticism and judgment of others 
follow closely on the heels of our own exalted sense of 
place. In this scenario, others serve as stepping-stones 
to our success. 
 
Be assured that criticism and blaming, even when softly 
labeled as constructive criticism, do not enhance the 
atmosphere for wholesome relationships. Avoid this 
behavior if you want to communicate clearly. 
 
Here are four reasons why criticism and blame seldom 
work: 
 
 1.  They create anxiety and emotional 

shutdown. 
 2.  They confirm the other's negative self-

image. 
 3.  They focus on one side of the problem 

only. 
 4.  They leave both parties helpless to move 

forward. 

Time for Reflection 
- By Adam Hamilton 

- Excerpt from  ENOUGH Discovering Joy Through 
Simplicity and Generosity 

 
Listed below is our fourth tool in financial management 
assessment. Reviewing and discussing the principles 
will help us identify changes that we can make in 
effective financial management. 
 

4 . Establish an emergency fund. 

Read Proverbs 21: 20: 

ñValuables are safe in a wise personôs home; 
fools put it all out for yard sales.ò* 
 

 How much money do you currently have set 
aside for emergencies? 

 How much can you set aside now as a starting 
balance for an emergency fund? How much 
can you save each month? How long will it take 
you to reach the goal of three monthsô worth of 
income? 

 

*From The Message:The Bible in Contemporary Language  
by Eugene H. Peterson 
 

 

Directory Correction  

 
The Grantôs home phone number is 

203Í723Í2428 
 
 

 

 The United Methodist Church  
 of Naugatuck, Connecticut 203Í729Í4236 
 208 Meadow Street www.numcct.org 
 Naugatuck, Connecticut 06770 

 
 

A community of God seeking, serving,  
and growing in Christ with open hearts,  

open minds, and open doors. 
 

The Reverend Steven Kim, Pastor 

Gretchen I. Usawicz, Editor, The Circuit Writer  
gusawicz@region15.org               203Í729Í0572 
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Haiti Update from Missions and Outreach 
 

ñThen you shall call, and the Lord will answer; you shall cry, and He will say, ñHere I am.ò    
- Isaiah 58:9 

 
In the words of Sheila Walsh, ñLife Is Tough But God Is 
Faithfulòé. 
 

Living our lives with certain 
things unresolved is what 
faith is all about. I believe 
that many things happen 
that we simply canôt explain.   
 

When we look back after many years 
we still have little understanding of 
what went on. But we have the 
knowledge and assurance that Jesus 
was there with us through every 
moment, walking by our side, guiding 
our footsteps. We never needed to 
fear the questions, because Jesus was answer enough. 
 
For our brothers and sisters in Haiti, things certainly are 
tough, but with our prayers and the prayers and support 
of so many people around the world ï help and comfort 
are on the way. It will be a long struggle, but thanks to 
everyone joining together and faith in God, good things 
are happening. 
 
Thank you to everyone who has contributed thus far, 
either monetarily or with health kits. We have collected 
approximately 80 kits and sent off 60. We need about 
20 separate nail files or clippers and 20 hand towels.  
We can continue to put together health kits because 
some will still go to Haiti, and UMCOR stockpiles health 
kits for other disasters. 
 
To simplify the health kit process, sign up charts will be 
placed in the Narthex and Fellowship Hall so that you 
can sign up for items that you would like to donate for 
the Health Kits. Then, our Youth and Missions and 
Outreach will assemble the kits and send them off. You 
can also make a monetary donation to help with 

shipping and toothpaste. Monetary donations can be 
place in the collection plate marked ñHealth Kitsò.   

 
We appreciate everyoneôs efforts.  
Thank you to the Ladies in the Thrift 
Shop and our Youth for assembling 
and packing kits for shipping. 
 
Health Kits  

 Hand towels (15ò x 25ò up 
to 17ò x 27ò) No kitchen 
towels 

 Washcloths 

 Combs (large and sturdy, 
not pocket-sized) 

 Nail files or fingernail 
clippers (no emery boards or toenail clippers) 

 Bath-size bar of soap (3 oz. and up) 

 Toothbrushes (single brushes only in original 
wrapper, No child-size brushes) 

 Adhesive plastic strip sterile bandages 

 $1.00 to purchase toothpaste 
 
(NOTE: UMCOR Sager Brown is now purchasing toothpaste in 
bulk to be added to health kits before shipping to ensure that the 
product does not expire before they are sent.) 
 
 

Haitian Relief 
Donors may contribute by placing a check in the 
offering plate  or by mailing it to: 

UMCOR 
P.O. Box 9068 
New York, NY 10087.  

Checks should indicate  
òAdvance #418325ó in the memo line. 

 

100 Percent of your gift to the Haiti Emergency  
will go to help the people of Haiti. 
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One Great Hour of Sharing 
4 March 2010  

 

 Lent is the season of repentance, self-
examination, and awareness of the hurts of the 
people of the world. One Great Hour of Sharing 
calls the Church to share the goodness of life 
with those who hurt.. (Par. 263.2, The Book of 
Discipline 2008) 

 Gifts provide refuge and relief to some of the 
worldôs most vulnerable people during times of 
distress. 

 
In 1946, One Great Hour of Sharing began as a special 
effort of the Episcopal Church. In 1949, the observance 
became ecumenical. Originally, during one special 
worship hour on one date, people faith contributed over 
and above their regular offerings. Today different 
denominations celebrate One Great Hour of Sharing on 
various dates, but the cooperative spirit remains. 
 
Gifts to One Great Hour of Sharing lay the foundation of 
all of UMCORôs work by covering the costs of doing 
business. This means all gifts designated to specific 
programs can go 100 percent to those programs 
because UMCORôs basic expenses are covered. We 
thank you for your generosity. 
 

 

Just a Gentle 

Reminderé 
 

Please remember, 
 

the FIRST Sunday  

of the month is  

Food Bank Collection Sunday 
 

Items needed for March: 
 

Toiletries: toilet paper, soap, paper towels,  
and coffee and soups. 

FREE DENTAL CARE!! 
 

Mission of Mercy will take place on March 12 and 13 
this year, beginning at 8:00 a.m. at the Aetna Building, 
Industrial Park Road, in Middletown. 
  

This information is in Refer, under program name: 
CTMOM/Mission Of Mercy. This is walk-in only - no 
appointments! 
  

http://www.csda.com/ctmom/ctmom. 

 
 

Together We Make a Difference 
 

Missions and Outreach Committee Members: Ethel Grant, 
Chairperson, Linnea Behlman, Bev Carrington, Lisa Herb, 
Diane Monsam, Kim Dilts Louey, Elma Solomon, Ed Usawicz, 
Gretchen Usawicz, Marion Zirolli 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Accept the fact that you canôt control  
the outcome when you reach out  

to ask for forgiveness.  
All you can do is make the first move. 

 

- From the book, Forgiveness, 
by Amy Lyles Wilson 

 
 
 
 

http://www.csda.com/ctmom/ctmom
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Happy Birthday Thrift Shop 
-Submitted by Fran Haigh 

History Information Excerpted  from Thrift Shop Report by Ruth Obst 

 

In March, 2010, the Thrift 
Shop celebrates its 35th 
birthday. The 35 years 
have been a success story 
with many customers and 
much merchandise 
passing through its doors. 
 
When the Thrift Shop 
began in 1975, it shared 

space with the Choir. It was not long before the Choir 
was displaced from the room and moved to the 
Memorial Room. 
 
Prior to the move, every Thursday, everything had to be 
set up for selling on Friday. Racks appeared from the 
closet; and from assorted boxes, articles of clothing 
were brought out and placed on card tables. 
 
At the end of the day, all had to be put back again, as 
the room had to be made ready for the Choir. Chairs 
had to be put in neat rows, the card tables removed, 
and the piano, which had been moved to the back wall, 
had to again be moved out. (Makes one tired just 
imagining the logistics.) 
 
Today, March, 2010, the Choir is in fine form and 
praising God with vigor, and the Thrift Shop thrives! 
 
The money earned in those early years was used to 
purchase necessities such as paint, floor covering, 
clothes racks, chairs, kitchen equipment, table cloths 
and material for pageant costumes. Also, the money 
went for electrical wiring, pension funds, oil for the 
church, the dishwasher and refrigerator, and much 
more. 
 
The Thrift Shop has earned a remarkable record 
especially since it was only open one day a week, 
closed every summer, and closed often in the winter 
due to bad weather. 
 

We are down in the number of workers, but are grateful 
for and thank the faithful workers who serve two days a 
week: Nellie Beatty, Bonnie LeMay, Linda Dozier, Ethel 
Grant, Mildred Brown, Karen Monaco, Audrey 
Kirkendal, and Fran Haigh. 
 
One of our workers found a great deal of cash in a shirt 
pocket. The workers did great detective work and found 
the owner of the clothes. The money was returned and 
the Thrift Shop benefited from a very nice donation. 
 
We are very proud of the Thrift Shop and thoroughly 
enjoy what we do. We invite anyone who has time or 
desire to get involved to join us. You will be very 
welcome, and we provide on-the-job training. 
 
 

March Merrimenté 
-Submitted by Sherrie Ploof 

 

Anniversaries 

 15  Esther/Daniel Ruocco  
 29  Mary/John Hope-Ross 
 

 

Kids Corner ð Birthdays 
 7  Katya Agamy 
 9  Kallista Fahey 
 11 Jacob Candella 
 12 AJ Torrice 
 15 Sara Chmielewski 
 18 Tommy Tobin 
 

 

And More Birthdays 
 3 Mark Lindholm 
 8  Esther Ruocco 
 20 Carl Herb 
 25 Sigmunt Borucki 
 29 Kary Argel 

 


