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Light Overcomes Darkness

Easter is around the corner. We are expehencingt  we tap into through our life of faith in Hisssisn

harbingers of spring everywhere: gentls,weeaer Christ.

temperatuseand the tinge§6 s pri ng greend6 appearing

onthe trees. As for me, there is another sign of spring: We are going to be resurrected with a condition: We n«

the anual flooding in the church garage. Every spring to sow a seed of faith in Jesus Christ and cultivate it

the melting snow behind the garage building permeatethrough our life in order to produce the hateesalof e

into it through the cracks on its rear wall. This year, it idife. As | shared before, last November | planted sever:

worse than ever. tulip bulbs in my back yard. With the warmth of the
spring, | feel my heart beats a little faster when | imagi

The surest sign of spring for me is, them sprouting up and blooming

though, the tiny green plantein t \ / beautiful flowers soon. Easter is
rear bank sprouting up through the / also abouteHiving hope that we
rotten leavewhile making a  ~_ / are going to see the flowers of our
sharp contrast in colours between life in our Lord Jesus Christ. The
fresh green and tarnished dark = ~C& seed of faith we have cherished
brown. They remind me of the through our life journey will turn out
powerful message thati$ to be the strongest force in our life
stronger than dedl course, which leads to us the life eternal.
those plants will cease to exist

once their lifespan comes to an The resurreatio i sndét j us
end. Our human body is not much man 2000 years ago in Palestine.

different from them in that regard.
They will be subjected to their limited lifespan, too. Thdt is about theholevayour life work§he resurrection

what our experiences tell us at least. saysthere is nre to life than this worldclvmeans
that when we approach our own death (as one day eve
Nevertheless, we believers have a totally differen one of us will) we will tiad the way of death is not a

understanding of the ultimate fate of our life in our faithroad t@nnihilatioout a road to new I8pring
Jesus Christ. As the scientists have unleashed the  overcomes winteight overcomes darknksse will

nuclear power in the atoms, so has Jesus Christ conquer evil and hatRelsurrection conquers death.
unleashed the power of eternity in our life. Of course, thet us continue to fight the good fight of faith, and we \
power is not from within ufdmt God whose power turn out to be the victors of life.

Hallelujah! Christ has risen. Peace be with you all!

Pastor Steven Kim


http://www.numcct.org/
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Time for Reflection Unity Prayer
- By Adam Hamilton

- Excerpt frotENOUGH Discovering Joy Through mﬂ;

Simplicity and Generosity

A key part of experiencingdialaaind
spiritual freedom is found in simplicity
and in exercising restraint. With the
and silence the voices constantly telling

us we need more; that we live counter

culturally by actually living below, not The Power of God protects me

aboveour means; that we build into

our budgets the money to buy with cash _ _ _

instead of credit; and that we building The Wisdom of God guides and directs me
what we need to be able to live
generously and faithfully. An in doing so, we will
discover the many gifts of simplicity.

The Light of God surrounds me

Wherever | go, God is

Listed below is ofthftool in financial management

And all is well
assessment.
And soitis
5. Pay off your credit cards, use cash/debit cards
for purchases, and use credit wisely. Amen.

Read Proverbs 22: 7

iThe poor are al ways 1 ulddThednited Métyst Chureh r i ¢ h
so dondét borrow and put| oofiINaugaubkf Gectioutd 2037284036 |
powepn * h 208Meadow Street WWw.numcct.org

) _ Naugatuck, Connecticut 06770
¢ What is your total debt? (Include credit cards

mortgage, second mortgage, home equity

loans, student loans, etc.) A community of God seeking, serving,

and growing in Christ with open hearts,

¢+ How would you like to change your personal open minds, and open doors.

debt situation over the next five to ten years?
The Reverend Steven Kim, Pastor

Gretchen |. UsawiEzitorThe Circuit Writer
gusawicz@regionl5.org
2037290572

*FronThe Messagkhe Bible in Conteargry Language

by Eugene H. Peterson


http://www.numcct.org/
mailto:gusawicz@region15.org
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Passion Week Morning Services April Servers

This $ringwe are going to try somethingaspeci \/ Liturgists
during Passion Week. Every morning during Passion g~ 7 4 Debbie Tace
Week, Monday, thé@bMarch through Saturday, the "\ 11 Jack Lewis

Jdof April, at 6:30 to 7:00 a.m., we will have morninga ' d'\ 18 Ethel Grant
services at the sanctuary. We will worship God, v\ Cc ) 25 Jeff Hunt
meditate on the passion of Jesus Chrgthdtufinal é (V)

) Ushers

morning service is to be followed by a simple breakfast Jerrie and Rob Petro
meal especially on behalf of those who go to work

week on earth, and pray together in his name. The < \
directly after the service. Everyone is welcome.

—_—)
—
—)

Shared Ministry Sunday

Since wedve observed Shared Ministry on every thirdQyer 100 Sold
Sunday of the month, we kep®ur blessed duty of

connectional ministry muaeageahlélay God Oursecond\nnual Gaed Beef Dinner was a
remember all our church family members who have g ccesdne sold over 100 dinners and made

burden aferving the church of God each other. activities. Thank you to all of our volunteerpedo he
) o prep food, cook, deliver dinners, take reservations, a
Prayer for Connectional Ministbgar God, we donated desserts.

thank you for calling us to your connectional ministry. It
is our privilege to serve You through our conference yoyr support is
along with our brothers and sisters in other churches,jta] to the

Welift up oulew York ConnectiCanference, success of our
Connecticut District, our Bishop, the Reverend fundingninistry )
Jeremiah Park, our District Superintendent, the events, and

Reverendenneth Kieffer, and all our fellow churches pecause of all of
to Your guidance. Help us continue to do the good Wgg, we had a

ofmisi on al ong with them. ygyHaphess uso
Amen Patrickos Day!

Together We Make a Difference Through
Shared Ministry Apportionments!

The18h of Aprilis our | Read Psalm 23 aloL
Shared Ministry Sunday. Listen fordhe 8 d s O
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Native American Sunday gifts educate Native American seminarians, plant
28h of Apri2010 Native American churches and cultivate Native

- Boyce Bowdon, freelance writer, Oklahoma cithmerican outreachaiiks to United Methodist
' ’ éenerosity, Native American ministries thrive.

AMost seminaries do a good men and
women as clergy in the classica lBnglit r adi t i on,
admitted the Rever@mdm White WolGEett,

former head of the General Board of Church and
Society. However, At he cl a
preaching, teaching and functioning as a pastor does

not necessarily succeed out in Indian country anywhere
in the United States. o

Fassett spoke as pdra Native American dialogue
sponsored by St. Paul School of Theology at Oklahoma
City University and the Oklahoma Indian Missionary
Conference. The Kansas Citybb&zd seminary is
starting its second year on the Oklahooar(iig.

Fassettsaihcur ch | eaders i n t od a ylegetherdveMakenaehifierence
training in conflict resolution, mediation, economic  issions and Outreach Committee MemBés! Grant,

development, congregational leadership and Chairperson, Linnea Behlman, Bev Carrington, Lisa Herb,
transformation that will enhance their ability to relate Bsane Monsam, Kim DitgelyRob Petrdima Solomon,
people ant minister more effectively. Ed Usawicz, Gretchen Usawicz, Marion Zirolli

Al I |l ndi ake, areohetd the Rev, Shar on

Gomez, patitme pastor in Apache,l@ktea Al n |t he

Oklahommlndian Missionary Conference. v JUSt a Gentle

Alf you | isten to our el pecRIeemlesmediEally
were in boarding schools way back in history, you will

hear them say thegre taught to speak, dress,

worship, singanchi nk | i ke Whit e 5 0 G%Ierﬁgezremember’
continuedil| want to be abl e [t g&R¥ s ttheFIR8TS$nday
interested in becoming UMted hodi st pajstors, 0 said

Delores Twohatchet, who directs higher education for of the month

the Comanche NatiorBut t he school [ mus

be )
committed to having native professors with doctorates. FOOCi éank Collection Sunda
They must show they care about us and have a rea

commit ment to Native Ameri cdtemsmeeded fot Aprileducat

United Methodist congr egQ_rtyiSQ}JH1TO'L:,ethP@Be(5’rB?kegﬁeeanse hurc
work with Nativendricans when they pay their World| Mix, Canned Fruit, Tuna, Jello, Canned
Service Fund apportionment. And on Native American Juice

Ministries Sunday, (the third Sunday of Easter), their

-4-
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Search for a Life that Matters

Talk that mattezemes from lives that matter. As the path narrowed, the young man came upon
Seldom does meaningful talk issue from a chaotic life. Thenodest dwelling. In front of the small house sat the hermi
chaos demands too much attention, interrupts almost evegyinning and smokingragstem pipe.

corversation, and trivializes talk that otherwise might matter. fiSo, 0o the her mit sai d,
There are discernible character traits in a life that mattersf or a | i fe that matters?o
and these traits can be sorted out and embraced. The young man was taken aback but nodded,
Perhaps the following parable will provide some hoping that he would be spared explaining himself. The o
insight. Long ago, a young mamlegvonder, What hermit with a vibrancy that contradicted his age and a cla
makes life matter? He decided to ask those around him, t h a t | ef t no room for dout
those with experience. So first he l'ife that matters. (
asked his father. The father replie AFirst, accept
"Respect and obeyytather, a ven TOday Spend as a unique, unr epe
ancient rule. o . . sai d. AThere isn't
While the young man agre flfteen minutes alone there never will be. To be you is
with the sage advice, indidseem thinking about the somet hing special .
like a complete explanation, so he . . iSercd, 0 he conti
sought out the chief elder of his c fOllOWlng queStlon: the people in your life. Everyone is a
AWhat matters i achild of the universe and has a place.
|l ead a |ife tha : kV¢hille.none is perfect, he or she is
The el der sa HOW dOes thlS valuable nonetheless. Honor all feelings,
village, and never wander out to t and appreciate all thoughts and
settlements where the sun Antk. parable relate tO accomplishments.
you should keep the laws and ruls my Search for a ||fe Third, discover youtsgiind
and observe the customs of the tr use them in productive ways to create
That will make that matters? asomething of value for yourself and
The young man loved his others," he said. [

tribe and appreciated its customs but felt there had to be you do best, what you love to do, and what others admire
something that made life richer, better, and more fulfilling you, you will find your direction to happiness and a life the
than abiding by the ancient customs, laws, and rules. Thematters
young man then visited the oldest and wisest person in the Fouth, always tell the truth. Nothing leads to chao:
village. In answer to the quedtibiat makes life mather? more quickly than misrepresentations, lies, and deceptior
the wise, old person pausé€id,i npad i dye roe d ,h earhde rfminalcloyn c
life that matgehonors the people that brought the life into power in you, a power greater than you that wants to
the worldlthose with deep roots in the community and in  energize your life, direct yudiJesad you on the greatest
sociebut it goes far beyondadvemtare anphuman can experience. Some call this
The ancient one was silent for a long time and theoutside power Allah; others Yahweh; and still others, God
spoke. dl had t he same gu aMhatever yoa calithisspawel, findweags toyo® apen toat g
| wadirected to an old hermit. This hermit has died, but to be receptive to its work inside you, and yoedwiltde |
there is another who lives in the mountain towardthe settmg | i f e t hat matters. o
sun. He can tell you. o When the hermit finished, he smiled and patiently
Determined to find the answer, the young man setobserved the young man, for he knew that he now had a
out to find the hermit in the mountain where the sun went decision to make. The old hermit only wished that he coul
down. Healked in the hot sun during the day and slept ongrant the young man a glimpse of the joy that awaited hin
the chilly ground at night. He trudged on for three days to éimel @eryone who pursues a life that matters.
mountain.

Excerpted from the bdelk that Matters: 30 Days to Better RelatimnShigan Lee Lind and Ben Campbell Johnson
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HOORAMor OurThrift Shop

- By Fran Haigh

When the Thrift Shop was seven years @#, RutB Obst reported where the money taken in was spent. Listed
below are the totals of large purchases to the nearest dollar. In addition to these figures, numerous smaller d
and gifts has also been made.

1975 Classroom paint, floor cOVEIIDIIES rack.............ccovvvvvii e e $177.00
At this point the Thrift Shop was in operation for seven months.

1976 Kitchen equipment, 20 chairs, tablecloths, material for pageant costumes$amf.00
clothes racks

1977 Electrical wiring, pension fund, church fuel mlckBore................ocvcemeee. $1,565.00

1978 Dishwasher and installation, paint, refrigerator, and church fuel ail......... $2,352.00

1979 Church fuel oil, closets, which are now in the choir room and used .ta.stéE 130.00
excesglothing

1980  PeNSION fUNG......iiiiiiiiii it s e e e e e e e b e s s e e e $1,732.00
APPOITIONITIR ...ttt e e ee ettt e e e s s et sss s s s s s s snen $475.00
1981  APPOrtIONMENTS....uuuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiicmccieeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e e e s e e e ennnnnnennsesmmmeeseees i1, 800.00
Fire and Liability INSUFANCE...........oovvui e e s e eeeeaaaans $550.00

It seems from the totals that the Thrift Shop had enough ra
It also shows all the ways this one little room in our church
helped out, particularly with largewibations, pensions,

and apportionments.

Since its beginning, the Thrift Shop took in over $10,000 iry
first seven years. Currently, the money taken in at the ZaQ@
goes into our general fund. It is decided by committee Wiy
the money is allocated.

Our most recent contribution came just recently
vacuum cleaners to the Thrift Shop. They could not have come ata beterttmc e t he chur ché
needed replacing. Kashn 6 s gi f tAswaRutvhe rsyaitd meAHOORAYO for t he
workers

We Lambs Read Acts 933

ar e GodOtShe writer mentions that

Children one devotedtogoodkwer and acts of ¢

-By Christopher Miller For what o_lo you want o be remembered as a follower
of the Christ?
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g{@(‘?rg
MANY GIFTS 2t

ONE SPIRIT

Blessed Entertainment Under the Sun

1O

2

Celebrate Spring the 1% of Aprilcome tdany Gifts One Spirit at 4:00 p.m.

FEATURING

Thrzah Bendokas
Joe Wilson
Bella Winds from the Hillside Covenant Church
Naugatuck Valley Community College Gospel Choir & Praise Stef
Musicians from Area High Schools

Reserve Your TickéfEicket prices: Adults $10; Youth (Ages$S Family $Bximum)See Ed Usawicz or
call him at 2089 0572 Kim Dilts is also selling tickets, and you may 41BR26a781

® .
ne Good Fridays Coffee House
Qi £ - Rob Petro, Coordinator of the Good Fridays Coffee House
N e Always Fun! Bring a Friend! From 8 toMOJRr Good Fridays Coffee House is back in

town from a wdbserved winter recess and what a wondenfubfiimaisic and inspiration
we have for you to enjoy. There is no cover charge, and we offer free refreshments a

snacks.
DATE BANIPERFORMER WEBSITE MUSIC DESCRIPTION
April 9 | Redeemed www.redeemedct.com/index.html Jazz/Rock/Blues
16 | John and Alison DeSorbo | www.cdbaby.com/desorbo Gospel and Quiuy
23| Wayne Haphazard Levanoy www.haphazardtunes.com Acoustic Rock
30| Ashley Farrell www.ashleyfarrellmusic.com Rock/Pop
May 7 | Brian Neal http://myppk.com/PPKs/index.aspx?PPK=3 Lite Rock/Pop
14| Carl D. & Co. http://myspace.com/carldcompany South.Rock/Country
21| Land of Canaan www.myspacero/landofcanaantheband Lite Rock/Folk
28| Kathy King http://kkingmusic.com/index/asp Easy Listening/Pop
June 4 | Spirit Song www.cityfest.us/index.html Worip/Comtempora|
11| In Not Of www.imotof.com Rock and Alternative
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Applause for April

-Submitted by Sherrie Ploof

Anniversaries

Kary/Bud Argel (2002)
Debbie/Anthony Torrice

\:9 Vf:»

Kids CornérBirthdays

Elena Lilback
Brittanie Motley

And Mor8irthdays

Robert Behiman Sr.
Donné&cott

Joan Sweet

Paul Harrison

Brian Donovan
Karen Monaco
Debbie Torrice
Natalie Clark

Are you missing from our

A Window of Opportunity

-By Barbara Hunt
Chairperson, SPPRC

It is a pleasure to announce that the parsonage will
receive new windows in Ajma¥! will be a most

welcome replacement to the existing windows that are
difficult to open, cracked or shatigrleates, and

missing screendoreover, the replacement windows
will conserve energy, eliminate, draftereate a

more comfortable livingreninerfor the pastor and

his family.

The Naugatuck Glass Company has beemecbidrac
perform the installménhh e SPPRC and Pa
family are grateful that this has been made possible
through a donation in memory of Verne Kurtz and the
efforts ahe Trustees of the Naugatuck United
Methodist Church.

Lenten Soup Suppers
-By Bill Carrington

A big thank you goes out to Pastor Steven for making
thisyedr s Supperp a gbeat success.

The subject majtspeakers, activities and fellowship
wee the best in recent memory. To all the soup makers
and helpers, a job well done. You upheld the reputation
that Methodist women are the absolute best cooks and
bakers. Thanks to one and all.

Rain Date for
Spring Clean Up
3 of April at
9:00 a.m.

0
i

celebration announcements?
Please give your information
to Sherrie Ploof or you may
call her at 20315981 8708.

Sponsored by the Trustees




