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Light Overcomes Darkness 
Easter is around the corner. We are experiencing the 
harbingers of spring everywhere: gentle breezes, warmer 
temperatures, and the tinges of óspring greenô appearing 
on the trees. As for me, there is another sign of spring: 
the annual flooding in the church garage. Every spring 
the melting snow behind the garage building permeates 
into it through the cracks on its rear wall. This year, it is 
worse than ever.  
 
The surest sign of spring for me is, 
though, the tiny green plants in the 
rear bank sprouting up through the 
rotten leaves, while making a 
sharp contrast in colours between 
fresh green and tarnished dark 
brown. They remind me of the 
powerful message that life is 
stronger than death. Of course, 
those plants will cease to exist 
once their lifespan comes to an 
end. Our human body is not much 
different from them in that regard. 
They will be subjected to their limited lifespan, too. That is 
what our experiences tell us at least.   
 
Nevertheless, we believers have a totally different 
understanding of the ultimate fate of our life in our faith in 
Jesus Christ. As the scientists have unleashed the 
nuclear power in the atoms, so has Jesus Christ 
unleashed the power of eternity in our life. Of course, the 
power is not from within us but from God whose power  

we tap into through our life of faith in His Son, Jesus 
Christ.   
 
We are going to be resurrected with a condition: We need 
to sow a seed of faith in Jesus Christ and cultivate it 
through our life in order to produce the harvest of eternal 
life. As I shared before, last November I planted several 
tulip bulbs in my back yard. With the warmth of the 
spring, I feel my heart beats a little faster when I imagine 

them sprouting up and blooming 
beautiful flowers soon. Easter is 
also about the living hope that we 
are going to see the flowers of our 
life in our Lord Jesus Christ. The 
seed of faith we have cherished 
through our life journey will turn out 
to be the strongest force in our life 
which leads to us the life eternal.   
 
The resurrection isnôt just about one 
man 2000 years ago in Palestine.  
 

It is about the whole way our life works. The resurrection 
says: there is more to life than this world, which means 
that when we approach our own death (as one day every 
one of us will) we will find that the way of death is not a 
road to annihilation but a road to new life. Spring 
overcomes winter. Light overcomes darkness. Love will 
conquer evil and hatred. Resurrection conquers death. 
Let us continue to fight the good fight of faith, and we will 
turn out to be the victors of life. 

 

Hallelujah! Christ has risen. Peace be with you all! 
 

Pastor Steven Kim 
 

http://www.numcct.org/
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Time for Reflection 
- By Adam Hamilton 

- Excerpt from  ENOUGH Discovering Joy Through 
Simplicity and Generosity 

 
A key part of experiencing financial and 
spiritual freedom is found in simplicity 
and in exercising restraint. With the 
help of God, we aim to simplify our lives 
and silence the voices constantly telling 
us we need more; that we live counter-
culturally by actually living below, not 
above, our means; that we build into 
our budgets the money to buy with cash 
instead of credit; and that we building 
what we need to be able to live 

generously and faithfully. An in doing so, we will 
discover the many gifts of simplicity. 
 
Listed below is our fifth tool in financial management 
assessment.   
 
 
 

5 . Pay off your credit cards, use cash/debit cards 

for purchases, and use credit wisely. 
 

Read Proverbs 22: 7 

ñThe poor are always ruled over by the rich, 
so donôt borrow and put yourself under their 
power.ò* 
 

 What is your total debt? (Include credit cards, 
mortgage, second mortgage, home equity 
loans, student loans, etc.) 

 

 How would you like to change your personal 
debt situation over the next five to ten years? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

*From The Message:The Bible in Contemporary Language  
by Eugene H. Peterson 

Unity Prayer 

 

The Light of God surrounds me 

The Love of God enfolds me 

The Power of God protects me 

The Wisdom of God guides and directs me 

Wherever I go, God is 

And all is well 

And so it is  

Amen.  

 

 The United Methodist Church  
 of Naugatuck, Connecticut 203Í729Í4236 
 208 Meadow Street www.numcct.org 
 Naugatuck, Connecticut 06770 

 
 

A community of God seeking, serving,  
and growing in Christ with open hearts,  

open minds, and open doors. 
 
 

The Reverend Steven Kim, Pastor 

Gretchen I. Usawicz, Editor, The Circuit Writer  
gusawicz@region15.org 
203Í729Í0572 
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Passion Week Morning Services 
 
This Spring, we are going to try something special 
during Passion Week. Every morning during Passion 
Week, Monday, the 29th of March through Saturday, the 
3rd of April, at 6:30 to 7:00 a.m., we will have morning 
services at the sanctuary. We will worship God, 
meditate on the passion of Jesus Christ during his final 
week on earth, and pray together in his name. The 
morning service is to be followed by a simple breakfast 
meal especially on behalf of those who go to work 
directly after the service. Everyone is welcome.  
 
 

 
Shared Ministry Sunday 
 
Since we have observed Shared Ministry on every third 
Sunday of the month, we have kept our blessed duty of 
connectional ministry more manageable. May God 
remember all our church family members who have 
contributed to His Shared Ministry. Let us share the 
burden of serving the church of God each other.  
 
Prayer for Connectional Ministry: Dear God, we 
thank you for calling us to your connectional ministry. It 
is our privilege to serve You through our conference 
along with our brothers and sisters in other churches. 
We lift up our New York Connecticut Conference, 
Connecticut District, our Bishop, the Reverend 
Jeremiah Park, our District Superintendent, the 
Reverend Kenneth Kieffer, and all our fellow churches 
to Your guidance. Help us continue to do the good work 
of mission along with them. In Jesusô name we pray. 
Amen.   
 

Together We Make a Difference Through 
Shared Ministry Apportionments! 

 

The 18th of April is our  
Shared Ministry Sunday. 

April Servers 
 
Liturgists 
 4 Debbie Torrice 
 11 Jack Lewis 
 18 Ethel Grant 
 25 Jeff Hunt 
 
Ushers 

Jerrie and Rob Petro 
 
 
 

 
ÎÎÎ 

 
 
 

Over 100 Sold 
 

Our second Annual Corned Beef Dinner was a 
success. We sold over 100 dinners and made 
approximately $750 that will go to support church 
activities. Thank you to all of our volunteers who helped 
prep food, cook, deliver dinners, take reservations, and 
donated desserts. 
 
Your support is 
vital to the 
success of our 
funding-ministry 
events, and 
because of all of 
you, we had a 
very Happy St. 
Patrickôs Day! 
 
 

 

Read Psalm 23 aloud. 
Listen for the sounds of Godõs love. 
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Native American Sunday 
25th of April, 2010 

- Boyce Bowdon, freelance writer, Oklahoma City 

 
ñMost seminaries do a good job preparing men and 
women as clergy in the classical English tradition,ò 
admitted the Reverend Thom White Wolf Fassett, 
former head of the General Board of Church and 
Society. However, ñthe classic English manner of 
preaching, teaching and functioning as a pastor does 
not necessarily succeed out in Indian country anywhere 
in the United States.ò 
 
Fassett spoke as part of a Native American dialogue 
sponsored by St. Paul School of Theology at Oklahoma 
City University and the Oklahoma Indian Missionary 
Conference. The Kansas City, Mo.,-based seminary is 
starting its second year on the Oklahoma City campus. 
 
Fassett said church leaders in todayôs world need 
training in conflict resolution, mediation, economic 
development, congregational leadership and 
transformation that will enhance their ability to relate to 
people and to minister more effectively.  
 
ñAll Indians are not alike,ò noted the Rev. Sharon 
Gomez, part-time pastor in Apache, Oklahoma. ñIn the 
Oklahoma Indian Missionary Conference. 
 
ñIf you listen to our elderly people, especially those who 
were in boarding schools way back in history, you will 
hear them say they were taught to speak, dress, 
worship, sing and think like White people,ò Gomez 
continued. ñI want to be able to refer students 
interested in becoming United Methodist pastors,ò said 
Delores Twohatchet, who directs higher education for 
the Comanche Nation. ñBut the school [must] be 
committed to having native professors with doctorates. 
They must show they care about us and have a real 
commitment to Native American theological education.ò 
 
United Methodist congregations support the churchôs 
work with Native Americans when they pay their World 
Service Fund apportionment. And on Native American 
Ministries Sunday, (the third Sunday of Easter), their 

gifts educate Native American seminarians, plant 
Native American churches and cultivate Native 
American outreach. Thanks to United Methodist 
generosity, Native American ministries thrive.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Together We Make a Difference 
 

Missions and Outreach Committee Members: Ethel Grant, 
Chairperson, Linnea Behlman, Bev Carrington, Lisa Herb, 
Diane Monsam, Kim Dilts Louey, Rob Petro, Elma Solomon,  
Ed Usawicz, Gretchen Usawicz, Marion Zirolli 

 

 
 

Just a Gentle 

Reminderé 
 

Please remember, 
 

the FIRST Sunday  

of the month is  

Food Bank Collection Sunday 
 

Items needed for April: 
 

Dry soup, Toilet Paper, Baked Beans, Muffin 
Mix, Canned Fruit, Tuna, Jello, Canned Beans, 

Juice 
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Search for a Life that Matters 

Talk that matters comes from lives that matter. 
Seldom does meaningful talk issue from a chaotic life. The 
chaos demands too much attention, interrupts almost every 
conversation, and trivializes talk that otherwise might matter. 
There are discernible character traits in a life that matters, 
and these traits can be sorted out and embraced. 

Perhaps the following parable will provide some 
insight. Long ago, a young man began to wonder, What 
makes life matter? He decided to ask those around him, 
those with experience. So first he 
asked his father. The father replied, 
"Respect and obey your father, a very 
ancient rule.ò 

While the young man agreed 
with the sage advice, it did not seem 
like a complete explanation, so he 
sought out the chief elder of his clan 
ñWhat matters in life, and how can I 
lead a life that matters?ò he asked. 

The elder said, ñStay in the 
village, and never wander out to those 
settlements where the sun sets. And 
you should keep the laws and rules 
and observe the customs of the tribe. 
That will make your life matter.ò 

The young man loved his 
tribe and appreciated its customs but felt there had to be 
something that made life richer, better, and more fulfilling 
than abiding by the ancient customs, laws, and rules. The 
young man then visited the oldest and wisest person in the 
village. In answer to the question, óWhat makes life matter?ô 
the wise, old person paused, pondered, and finally spoke, ñA 
life that matters honors the people that brought the life into 
the worldðthose with deep roots in the community and in 
societyðbut it goes far beyond that.ò 

The ancient one was silent for a long time and then 
spoke. ñI had the same questions when I was your age, and 
I was directed to an old hermit. This hermit has died, but 
there is another who lives in the mountain toward the setting 
sun. He can tell you.ò 

Determined to find the answer, the young man set 
out to find the hermit in the mountain where the sun went 
down. He walked in the hot sun during the day and slept on 
the chilly ground at night. He trudged on for three days to the 
mountain. 

As the path narrowed, the young man came upon a 
modest dwelling. In front of the small house sat the hermit, 
grinning and smoking a long-stem pipe. 

ñSo,ò the hermit said, ñyou've come here searching 
for a life that matters?ò  

The young man was taken aback but nodded, 
hoping that he would be spared explaining himself. The old 
hermit with a vibrancy that contradicted his age and a clarity 
that left no room for doubt said, ñI will tell you what makes a 

life that matters.ò 
ñFirst, accept and value yourself 

as a unique, unrepeatable miracle,ò he 
said. ñThere isn't anyone like you, and 
there never will be. To be you is 
something special.ò 

ñSecond,ò he continued, ñvalue 
the people in your life. Everyone is a 
child of the universe and has a place. 
While none is perfect, he or she is 
valuable nonetheless. Honor all feelings, 
and appreciate all thoughts and 
accomplishments. 

Third, discover your gifts, and 
use them in productive ways to create 
something of value for yourself and 
others," he said. ñAs you discover what 

you do best, what you love to do, and what others admire in 
you, you will find your direction to happiness and a life that 
matters 

Fourth, always tell the truth. Nothing leads to chaos 
more quickly than misrepresentations, lies, and deception. 
ñFinally,ò the hermit concluded, ñrecognize that there is a 
power in you, a power greater than you that wants to 
energize your life, direct you, and lead you on the greatest 
adventure any human can experience. Some call this 
outside power Allah; others Yahweh; and still others, God. 
Whatever you call this power, find ways to be open to it and 
to be receptive to its work inside you, and you will be led into 
a life that matters.ò 

When the hermit finished, he smiled and patiently 
observed the young man, for he knew that he now had a 
decision to make. The old hermit only wished that he could 
grant the young man a glimpse of the joy that awaited him 
and everyone who pursues a life that matters. 

 
Excerpted from the book, Talk that Matters: 30 Days to Better Relationships by Susan Lee Lind and Ben Campbell Johnson 

 

Today spend 
fifteen minutes alone 
thinking about the 
following question: 
 

How does this 
parable relate to 
my search for a life 
that matters? 
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HOORAY! for Our Thrift Shop 

- By Fran Haigh 
 

When the Thrift Shop was seven years old, in 1982, Ruth Obst reported where the money taken in was spent. Listed 
below are the totals of large purchases to the nearest dollar. In addition to these figures, numerous smaller donations 
and gifts has also been made. 
 
 1975 Classroom paint, floor covering, clothes rack .................................................................... $177.00 
  At this point the Thrift Shop was in operation for seven months. 
 1976 Kitchen equipment, 20 chairs, tablecloths, material for pageant costumes, and ................ $515.00 
  clothes racks 
 1977 Electrical wiring, pension fund, church fuel oil, more racks............................................. $1,565.00 
 1978 Dishwasher and installation, paint, refrigerator, and church fuel oil ................................ $2,352.00 
 1979 Church fuel oil, closets, which are now in the choir room and used to store  .................. $1,130.00 
  excess clothing 
 1980 Pension fund ................................................................................................................. $1,732.00 
  Apportionment .................................................................................................................. $475.00 
 1981  Apportionments ............................................................................................................. $1,800.00 
  Fire and Liability Insurance ............................................................................................... $550.00 
 

It seems from the totals that the Thrift Shop had enough racks. 
It also shows all the ways this one little room in our church has 
helped out, particularly with large oil contributions, pensions, 
and apportionments. 
 
Since its beginning, the Thrift Shop took in over $10,000 in the 
first seven years. Currently, the money taken in at the shop 
goes into our general fund. It is decided by committee where 
the money is allocated. 

 
Our most recent contribution came just recently on the Thrift Shopôs birthday in March 2010. Kathryn Allen donated two 
vacuum cleaners to the Thrift Shop. They could not have come at a better time, since the churchôs vacuum cleaners 
needed replacing. Kathrynôs gift was very timely!  As Ruth said, ñHOORAYò for the Thrift Shop and all its faithful 
workers. 
 

 

We Lambs  
are Godõs 
Children 

 
- By Christopher Miller 

 
 

 
Read Acts 9:36-43 
 
The writer mentions that Tabitha is ñremembered as 
one devoted to good works and acts of charity.ò  
 
For what do you want o be remembered as a follower 
of the Christ? 
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MANY GIFTS  

ONE SPIRIT  
 

 

Blessed  Entertainment Under the Sun  
 

Celebrate Spring on the 11th of April, come to Many Gifts One Spirit  at 4:00 p.m. 
 

FEATURING: 

Thirzah Bendokas 
Joe Wilson 

Bella Winds from the Hillside Covenant Church 
Naugatuck Valley Community College Gospel Choir & Praise Stepper 

Musicians from Area High Schools 
 

Reserve Your Tickets! Ticket prices: Adults $10; Youth (Ages 5-17) $5; Family $25 (Maximum). See Ed Usawicz or 
call him at 203Í729Í0572; Kim Dilts is also selling tickets, and you may call her at 203-720-0781. 
 

 

 

Good Fridays Coffee House 
- Rob Petro, Coordinator of the Good Fridays Coffee House 

 

Always Fun! Bring a Friend! From 8 to 10 PM! Our Good Fridays Coffee House is back in 
town from a well-deserved winter recess and what a wonderful line-up of music and inspiration 
we have for you to enjoy. There is no cover charge, and we offer free refreshments and 
snacks.  
 

DATE  BAND/PERFORMER WEBSITE MUSIC DESCRIPTION 

April 9 Redeemed www.redeemedct.com/index.html Jazz/Rock/Blues 

 16 John and Alison DeSorbo www.cdbaby.com/desorbo Gospel and Country 

 23 Wayne Haphazard Levanoski www.haphazardtunes.com Acoustic Rock 

 30 Ashley Farrell www.ashleyfarrellmusic.com Rock/Pop 

May 7 Brian Neal http://myppk.com/PPKs/index.aspx?PPK=3702 Lite Rock/Pop 

 14 Carl D. & Co. http://myspace.com/carldcompany South.Rock/Country 

 21 Land of Canaan www.myspace.com/landofcanaantheband Lite Rock/Folk 

 28 Kathy King http://kkingmusic.com/index/asp Easy Listening/Pop 

June 4 Spirit Song www.cityfest.us/index.html Worship/Comtemporary 

 11 In Not Of www.in-not-of.com Rock and Alternative  

 

http://www.redeemedct.com/index.html
http://www.cdbaby.com/desorbo
http://www.haphazardtunes.com/
http://www.ashleyfarrellmusic.com/
http://myppk.com/PPKs/index.aspx?PPK=3702
http://myspace.com/carldcompany
http://kkingmusic.com/index/asp
http://www.cityfest.us/index.html
http://www.in-not-of.com/
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Applause for April  
-Submitted by Sherrie Ploof 

 

 
Anniversaries 

  Kary/Bud Argel (2002)  
  Debbie/Anthony Torrice 
 
 

 

Kids Corner ï Birthdays 
 
  Elena Lilback  
  Brittanie Motley   

 

 

And More Birthdays 

 

  Robert Behlman Sr.  
   Donna Scott  
  Joan Sweet  
  Paul Harrison  
   Brian Donovan  
  Karen Monaco  
  Debbie Torrice  
  Natalie Clark  

 
 

Are you missing from our 
celebration announcements? 
Please give your information 
to Sherrie Ploof or you may 
call her at 203Í598Í8708. 

A Window of Opportunity 
-By Barbara Hunt 

Chairperson, SPPRC 
 

It is a pleasure to announce that the parsonage will 
receive new windows in April! They will be a most 
welcome replacement to the existing windows that are 
difficult to open, cracked or shattered in places, and 
missing screens. Moreover, the replacement windows 
will conserve energy, eliminate drafts, and create a 
more comfortable living environment for the pastor and 
his family.  
 
The Naugatuck Glass Company has been contracted to 
perform the installment. The SPPRC and Pastorôs 
family are grateful that this has been made possible 
through a donation in memory of Verne Kurtz and the 
efforts of the Trustees of the Naugatuck United 
Methodist Church. 
 
 

Lenten Soup Suppers   
-By Bill Carrington 

 
A big thank you goes out to Pastor Steven for making 
this yearôs Soup Suppers a great success.  
The subject matter, speakers, activities and fellowship 
were the best in recent memory. To all the soup makers 
and helpers, a job well done. You upheld the reputation 
that Methodist women are the absolute best cooks and 
bakers. Thanks to one and all. 
 

 
Rain Date for  
Spring Clean Up 
3rd of April at  
9:00 a.m. 
 

Sponsored by the Trustees 
 


